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From the Seneschal   

Happy New Year!  I really like turning a new 
year.  It is a fresh start.  If you didn’t get everything 
done that you wanted to get done in the previous 
year, here’s another chance. 

So, what do I see happening in Blak Rose in 2011? 
Hmmm, I would like to see more of our gentles re-
ceive the awards they deserve.  Not  for the sake of 
receiving an award but because I know we have 
talented people who work hard at their crafts as well 
as working to make the shire an open and welcome 
place.   

The music group has become an inter-shire tour de 
force and is gaining quite a good reputation, too.  I 
would like to see the scriptorium grow as well.  I’m 
                   

hoping to have get togethers at least once a month.   

I would also like to see us get back to regular A&S 
gatherings.  The East Shore Library is finished with 
their construction project and we can use their rooms 
again.   

I also want us to continue reaching beyond our 
boundaries to participate with and help the shires in 
our region of the kingdom.  By working together, 
this area and the East Kingdom will become 
stronger. 

Yours in Service, 

Pani Magdalena Gdanska  

Chronicler’s Notes 
The year of our Lord 2010 was filled 
with so many trials and errors within the 
Shire as well as the personal lives of our 
members.  We have learned so much 
about ourselves and each other.  I hope 

that every one of us will look at last year as a re-
minder to continue to do our very best, to smile and 
laugh more, to befriend and mentor a newcomer, do 
good deeds and services, and to never forget to show 
love to one another.   

It is my personal hope that you will let our Newsletter 
tell a story of who you want the Known Worlde to see 
our Shire as.  Make it a goal to write a story, play, 
song or poem about your life in the SCA or a period 
of history you enjoy.  Show your peers what or who 
has inspired you through the displaying of A&S pro-
jects, artwork, photography and more.  Express to the 
Known World who you are and why you “Live the 
Dream”.  Who would like to step up to the 
Challenge?   
Others have already stepped up to the challenge.  In 
this issue of The Thorn,  a theme of “Medieval Hy-

giene, Health and Disease” was selected.  Lord 
Eleazar ha-Levi and Pani Magdalena Gdanska have 
both contributed fantastic articles.  I wish to express 
my gratitude for their contributions.  Vivant!  

The Spring issue of The Thorn is due on April 29th.  
The submission deadline is April 18th.  There is no 
theme for this issue.  A few ideas would be pilgrim-
ages and/or spring celebrations, such as May Day.  I 
will accept any topic as long as it’s family friendly.   

PLEASE NOTE:  There are new Permission to Re-
lease forms, which have been created by the SCA.  
The forms are:  Creative Work Assignment/Grant of 
Use; Photographer Grant of Use; and Model Release.  
You will find both print and electronic versions of the 
documents at www.blakrose.org/docs.html .  Please 
print & fill out these forms and bring them with you 
to our next business meeting or send an email.  If you 
have questions about the forms, please contact me via 
email. 

Yours in Service, 

Lady Lucrezia Spinelli 
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Directions to Shire Business Meeting   

East Shore Library, 4501 Ethel Street, Harrisburg, PA. 17109  
Next Meeting: March 7th @ 6-8:30pm 

From Carlisle/West Shore:* 

Merge onto I-81 N toward HARRISBURG. 

Merge onto I-83 S/ US-322 E via EXIT 70 toward HER-
SHEY/ YORK/ PA TURNPIKE. 

Merge onto JONESTOWN RD/ US-22 E via EXIT 50A 
toward COLONIAL PARK. 

Turn LEFT onto COLONIAL ROAD. 

Turn RIGHT onto ETHEL STREET. 

End at the EAST SHORE LIBRARY. 

From the South:* 

Merge onto I-83 N. 

Take the US-22 E - EXIT 50A - COLONIAL PARK 

Keep RIGHT at the fork in the ramp. 

Turn LEFT onto COLONIAL ROAD. 

Turn RIGHT onto ETHEL STREET. 

End at the EAST SHORE LIBRARY. 

 

*The Star on the map marks the location of the library. 

MEETING INFO:  The meeting will start promptly at 6pm.   

The meeting will take place in Room A or B, which is located downstairs.  If you go to the main entrance, there is an elevator to your right 
that will take you downstairs.  The library also has an entrance to the downstairs from the parking lot.  Also, garb is encouraged, but not 
mandatory.  If you need to change, there are bathrooms nearby. You CAN bring in food. We will have access to the kitchenette.  
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 Blak Rose Calendar of Events  
 February through May 2011 

5 Silver Rylle Event:  Dance the Cold Winter Away 

7 Shire Business Meeting, 6pm.  East Shore Library 
 (see pg. 4) 

27 Intershire Music Practice: 3-6pm, Giant Community 
 Center* 

4 The Thorn, newsletter Deadline 

7  Shire Business Meeting, 6pm, East Shore Library 
 (see pg. 4) 

13 Intershire Music Practice: 3-6pm, Home of Isabel 
 Ximenez de Gaucin* 

27 Intershire Music Practice: 3-6pm, Giant Community 
 Center* 

  

18 Submission Deadline, Spring newsletter 

29  The Thorn, newsletter Deadline 

 

 

1 Demo:  May Pole Dancing - Garden Faire @ Fort 
  Hunter Park, 10am-4pm (Details to be announced)* 

7 Blak Rose Event:  Pilgrimage to Canterbury - 
 H.M. Levitz Memorial Park , 10am-6pm 

February March 

April May 

 

♦ Please contact the Chronicler, Lady Lucrezia, for directions or 
info.  

Dates in Bold print refer to Blak Rose specific events. 

ATTENTION BLAK ROSE:   
Shire business meetings for April and May have 
not yet been scheduled at this time.  Please check 

for updated info on our webpage at 
www.blakrose.org or contact any officer  

(contact info on back page).  
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Announcements 
♦ Office of Librarian Update - At the November 5, 2010 

Shire business meeting, Lady Gwenfrewy Llangynog was 
unanimously voted in as our new Librarian. 

♦ Johann Lederer has decided to step down as Minister of 
Arts and Sciences as of the December 2010 Shire meeting.  
A vote was held at the February 7, 2011 business meeting 
and the majority ruled that Lady Winifred will be our new 
MoAS. 

♦ On May 7, 2011, the shire will hold an event entitled 
“Pilgrimage to Canterbury.”  The event will be held at 
H.M. Levitz Memorial Park from 10am-6pm.  There will 
be a hot and hearty day board fit for a pilgrim. 

General Business 

♦ The Shire of Hartshorndale has challenged all of the Shires in the Southern Region to a War.  It is their desire to see EVERY-
ONE get to know each other better and open the channels of communication.  It is their hope that a competitive event is 
planned for the fall in cooperation with the  surrounding shires.  A Committee shall be formed to aid the communication of the 
event details. 

♦ Our Chatelain, Aidan the Hostile, seeks your donations to our Gold Key!  We are in need of garb and feast gear. 

♦ Web Minister News! - Lord Aidan the Hostile needs your help updating the A&S page on the shire’s website.  Please send 
links pertaining to your projects and interests.  We need to show the rest of the Known World what we are doing! 

♦ Heraldry News! - A Shire Archery Badge has been forwarded to the College of Heralds for review and acceptance.  The badge 
description is: “Argent, between four arrows in saltire heads outward, four roses sable barbed argent”.   

East Kingdom Announcements 
♦ East Kingdom Seneschal, Phillip the Facetious, has announced that 2011 will be his last year in the position.  He is stepping down in January 

2012.  Contact the EK Seneschal if interested in the position. 

♦ TRM Gryffith and Aikaterine challenge the populace to recruit new members and maintain constant communication, encouragement and men-
toring to all newcomers.  TRM wish to see the future of the SCA succeed and be fulfilled to everyone’s greatest expectations. 

♦ EK Officer news! - The Kingdom Equestrian Officer position has been filled by Duchess Katherine Stanehope.  The Marshall of Fence has 
announced that the EK Fencing website has been majorly overhauled.  Check it out at http://rapier.eastkingdom.org/.  Also, the Youth Rapier 
rules have been amended to allow youths as young as 6 years old to participate in the program.   

♦ The Coronation of Lucan VIII and Jana V will be held on April 2nd in the Barony of the Bridge (Woonsocket, RI).   

Shire Library News 
♦ A library database is being set up at LibraryThing.com.  Please 

feel free to go to the site and look around on your own.   

♦ Donations to the Library are greatly appreciated.  Please contact 
Gwenfrewy (Winifred) for more info and to schedule a time to 
drop off items at her home.   

♦ Currently seeking copies of handouts from classes you’ve at-
tended.  Winifred would like to keep a collection to be used as 
resource material for the Shire. 

♦ An Autocrat’s Handbook has been created for the Shire by Mag-
dalena Gdanska.  The handbook has been donated to the library. 
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Pilgrimage to Canterbury 
May 7, 2011 

Have you heard?  The Wife of Bath said she would be stopping 
by the Shire of Blak Rose on her way to Canterbury.   

Come to the Shire of Blak Rose and join the pilgrimage.  We are planning a 
day full of activities.  Fighting, archery, classes, silent auction, A&S display 
and more.   
Rumors abound of several "pilgrimages" through lovely Levitz Park with to-
kens given at pilgrimage stations.  Gather enough tokens and trade them in for 
a fine token commemorating the day.   

Lady Lizbetta Tempesta, from the Owlherste Cooks Guild, will be Head 
Cook.  A hearty day board with food fit for pilgrims is being planned.  Home-
made bread, soups, roast chicken, fruit tarts and more.  Cooking outdoors is a 
possibility this year.   

Location:  H.M. Levitz Memorial Park 

28 Park Drive, Grantville, PA. 17028 

Time:  10am to 6pm 

Event Fees: 

Site/Day board:  $10 (before May 1st) 

            $12 (after May 1st) 

Non-Member Surcharge:  $5 

Merchant:  $5 

 

Make checks payable to:  SCA Inc., Shire of Blak Rose 

 

Site Rules:  This is a DRY site.  Please observe this rule.  Any 
containers found with alcohol will be confiscated and returned 
to you empty.   

Miscellaneous: 
Also, be sure to bring your own outdoor seating and/or blan-
kets.  The furniture in the lodge IS NOT to be taken outside.  
Feel free to put up your own shade awning or pavilion for the 
day.  

Please send reservations to: 

Nathan Crowther (Lord Alistair the Tall) 

117 Lighthouse Drive, Mechanicsburg PA 17050 

exchequer@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 

 
Event Steward:  Lady Gwenfrewy Llangynog (Winifred) 
gwenfrewy78@yahoo.com 

Reservation Clerk:  Lord Alistair the Tall 

Head Cook:  Lady Lizbetta Tempesta  

Class Coordinator:  Lady Lucrezia Spinelli   
  lucreziaart1022@yahoo.com 

Music & Dance Coordinator/Silent Auction:  Dona Sol la 
Cantor 



February 

5  Noisemakers VI - Bailiwick of Ivyeinrust (Clifton Heights, PA) 

5 Feast of Candlemas - Shire of Nithgaard (Centre Hall, PA) 

12  Black Gryphon Inn - Canton of Gryphonwald (Milltown, NJ) 

14-21 Estrella War XXVII, Kingdom of Atenveldt (Florence, AZ) 

19  Court of Love - Canton of Black Icorndall (Media, PA) 

26 Feast of Fools - Barony of Highland Foorde (Frederick, MD) 

 

March 

5 Dance the Cold Winter Away - Shire of  Silver Rylle (Hershey, PA) 

12 MacLeod’s Tavern: A Return to Cooking Thynge - Caer Adamant (Newark, DE) 

13-20 Gulf Wars XX - Kingdom of  Gleann Abhann (Lumberton, MS) 

26  *RP* Mudthaw - Barony of Settmour Swamp (Livingston, NJ) 

April 

2 *RP* Coronation of Lucan VIII & Jana V - Barony of the Bridge (Woonsocket, RI) 

16  Spring Thynge: The Road to Canterbury - Caer Adamant (Middletown, DE) 

29-May 1  *RP* Southern Region War Camp - Barony of Carillion (Manalapan, NJ) 

 

May 

7  Hana-Matsuri II: Children’s Day - Shire of Eisental (New Ringgold, PA) 

7 Pilgrimage to Canterbury - Shire of Blak Rose (Grantville, PA) 

 Events of Interest  
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ARE YOU READY  

FOR WAR? 

It’s that time of year again.  Dust off 
your armor, air out your tent, save 

your pennies… 

PENNSIC WAR 40 

July 29 - August 14, 2011 

Be Ready! 

PENNSIC WAR 40 

Countdown 

168 Days 

17 Hours 

52 Mins 

43 Secs 
(As of 2-10-11 on www.pennsic.net) 
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Dance the Cold Winter Away 
March 5, 2011 

Hosted by the Shire of Silver Rylle 

March has arrived and the New Year shall soon be upon us.  Let us drive the cold winter 
away, by making merry with dance, story and song.  The Shire of Silver Rylle and the 
music group Skyn, Wynde and Wyre, beckon musicians, dancers, and storytellers to 
come join us in chasing way the winter doldrums.  A simple, hot and hearty meal will be 
available throughout the day.  Table games will also be set up for those who wish to 
take a break from the dancing. 

Site:  Hershey Masonic Lodge 

215 W. Governor Rd 

Hershey PA 17033 

Event hours:  10am-7pm 

Site Fee: $6 per person (Anyone 18 or under is dis-
counted $1) 

Make checks payable to:   

SCA Inc., Shire of Silver Rylle 

 

 

Event Steward: 

Maestra Isabel Ximenez de Gaucin (Kaye Wallace) 

Kayeadair@aol.com 

(717) 312-1966 (no calls after 9:30pm) 

Please send Reservations to: 

Lord Corwyn Ravenwing  

PO Box 138 

Annville PA 17003 

Exchequer@silverrylle.eastkingdom.org 
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Bathing in Eastern Europe or Slavs May Be Moody be We’re Clean! 
By Pani Magdalena Gdanska, 

All rights reserved 2011 

One of the earliest descriptions of the bania (bath-house) in Russia, 
comes from the Russian Primary Chronicle of 1113, in describing the 
missionary work of the apostle, Andreas: 

He descended from the hill on which Kiev was subsequently built, 
and continued his journey up the Dnieper.  He then reached the 
Slavs at the point where Novgorod is now situated.  He saw these 
people existing, according to their customs, and, on observing how 
they bathed and drenched themselves, he wondered at them.  He 
went thence among the Farangians and came to Rome, where he 
recounted what he had learned and observed. 

‘Wondrous to relate,’ he said, ‘I saw the land of the Slavs, and while 
I was among them, I noticed their wooden bath-houses.  They warm 
them to extreme heat, then undress, and after anointing themselves 
with tallow, take young reeds and lash their bodies.  They actually 
lash so violently that they barely escape alive.  Then they drench 
themselves with cold water, and thus are revived.  They think nothing 
of doing this every day and actually inflict such voluntary torture 
upon themselves.  They make of the act not a mere washing but a 
veritable torment.’ 

~ Check out the following website for more interesting facts on the 
bania:  http://cyberbohemia.com/Pages/russianbaniahistory.htm ! 

In The Domostroi, Rules for Russian Households in the Time of Ivan 
the Terrible by Carolyn Johnston Pouncy, the bathhouse and washing 

 

 is very much a part of the wedding ritual.  There are several points 
in the days leading up to the actual nuptials where the groom-to-be 
waits in the bath-house.  There is bathing before the wedding night 
and after.  The bathing in the wedding ritual (as well as childbirth) is 
meant as a cleansing ritual (Pouncy 225). 

In order for things to go well for you at the bath-house, you need to 
please the bath-house spirits.  The male spirit is the banniki while 
the female spirit is the roshanitsy.  Another aspect of the groom 
visiting the bath-house at this time is to introduce him in his new role 
to these protective clan spirits.  These spirits also rule over child-
birth. 

In Poland during the fourteenth century, Jadwiga of Anjou was be-
trothed to Jagaila (or Jagiello in Polish), the Grand Duke of Lithua-
nia.  Jadwiga was a mere 11 years old when this political marriage 
was arranged to a man almost three times her age.  She regarded him 
as a savage barbarian.  Before marrying, it is said she sent an emis-
sary to Lithuania to see what kind of man she was marrying.  The 
emissary was invited to the bath-house with Jagiello.  If this story is 
true, it was a good move on Jagiello’s part.  He had nothing to hide 
and the emissary could give a full report! 

Some bath-houses were steam baths, some sweat baths, and others 
included full immersion in water.  Even though winters may have 
been long and cold in Eastern Europe, you could warm your body 
AND soul at the bath-house. 

Dear Castellan 
Q&A Column for SCAdians, New and Old 

By Lord Aidan the Hostile and Lord Orrin the Scop 

Q: I am going to my 1st event.  What do I do?  What should I wear? ~ Mary Newcomer 

 

A:  Congratulations!  What to do?  Have Fun!!  There are many thing to do at an event.  Classes, Fighting, Archery,     
Feasting….the list goes on.  Check the event announcement for the activities planned.  You probably have talked to your 
Chatelaine already.  They can help you with some simple garb to wear.  While you are there keep an eye out for garb that 
you find appealing.  If you see something you like, ask questions!  Many of us, SCAdians, are very proud of our garb and 
projects and will be more than happy to talk about them.  You can volunteer to help out also.  It is a great way to meet peo-
ple and to make friends.  The bottom line is enjoy yourself.   

Yours in Service, 

Lord Aidan the Hostile 
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Bath Salts 
By Eleazar ha-Levi 
All rights reserved 2011. 

A Brief History of Bath Salts 
 
Bath salt are water-soluble, usually inorganic solid 
products added to a bath to improve cleaning, improve 
the experience of bathing, serve as a vehicle for cos-
metic agents, and/or provide specific medical benefits.  
Bath salts mimic the properties of natural mineral baths 
or hot springs. 
 
The earliest mention of the benefits of bathing in salt 
can be found in the Peng-Tzao-Kan-Mu, written in China around 2,700 
B.C. A large portion of the work was devoted to the different kinds of 
salts and methods of extracting salt and making it usable. Salt was also 
used in treating infections. 
 
Hippocrates (ca. 460 BC – ca. 370 BC) mentions submerging patients 
who had muscle pains in sea water.  He also detailed the benefits of cur-
ing many ailments using sea water. 
 
 

De Materia Medica ("Regarding Medical Materials") 
is a 5-volume encyclopedia about herbal medicine and 
related medicinal substances.  Written by Pedanius 
Dioscorides (circa 40—90 AD), the work included a 
salty vinegar solution used to aid callosities and animal 
bites, using salt to control bleeding after surgery and to 
get rid of scab and as a laxative when added to wine. 
 
De Materia Medica was a precursor to all modern 
pharmacopeias. It remained in wide use until about 

1600 and was one of the primary medical textbooks in the medieval age.  
De Materia Medica was circulated in Latin, Greek, and Arabic.  While 
being reproduced in manuscript form through the centuries, it was often 
supplemented with commentary on Dioscorides' work, and with addi-
tions from Arabic and Indian sources. 
 
In 1753, a physician named Charles Russel published “The Uses of Sea 
Water”, which discussed the different therapeutic properties of sea wa-
ter. It was very popular, and readers suddenly began flocking to the sea-
side. 

To Make Bath Salts 
 

Here’s a generic recipe.  
 

2 cups Epsom salts 
1 cup sea salt 

1/2 cup baking soda 
1 Tbs. olive oil 

20 drops of essential oil or essential oil mixture 
Food coloring (optional) 

The Why of the Ingredients 
 
Epsom salt draws toxins from the body, sedate the nervous system, re-
duce swelling and relax muscles. It's also a natural skin softener and 
exfoliant.    
 
Sea salt helps cleanse pores, alleviate dry skin conditions and soften the 
water.   
 

Baking soda helps neutralize the acids on the skin and washes  away oils 
and perspiration.  It also softens the bath water.   
 
Olive oil is a natural moisturizer. 
 
Tip: Use glass or metal containers and mixing implements when you 
make bath salts.  Plastic or wood bowls, spoons, etc. will absorb some of 
the ingredients.  

 Continued on page 10 
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Instructions 
 
1. Measure out the salts and mix them together well, making sure to 

break up any clumps you find.    
   

2. Add baking soda.  Mix and keep looking for clumps.  
  

3. Slow add the olive oil, dripping them evenly across the surface of 
the salts, then the fragrances, continuing to mix well.  Some recipes 
suggest mixing the olive oil and the essential oils first, then adding 
this mix to the dry mixture.    
       
       

        
4. Add the coloring if desired.  If you are using food coloring, it is a 

good way to judge when the salts are well mixed, because the col-
ored clumps are highly visible.    
  

5. Some recipes suggest air drying the bath salts on a sheet of wax 
paper, on an aluminum cooking sheet.  Others say to set your oven 
to its lowest setting and putting the bath salts in there on an alumi-
num cooking sheet for a short time.  It seems to me that this would 
lose some of the fragrance.    
  

6. Carefully pour the mixture into jars or other glass containers and 
seal. 

Add 1/2-1 cup of the salts to running bath water. Mix well to ensure that the salt has dispersed well in the tub before entering. To 
keep the essential oils from evaporating too quickly, you can add the bath salts just before getting in the tub instead of while the wa-
ter is running. Sitting on undissolved chunky bath salts, however, can be uncomfortable, so make sure the salts have dissolved before 
entering.  

The real difference between different types of bath salts is the essential oil or mix of oils used.  Here are two 
of many, many possibilities: 

For An After Sports Bath Salt 
10 drops lavender essential oil 
5 drops juniper essential oil 
5 drops rosemary essential oil 

For A Fragrant Bath Salt 
12 drops strawberry essential oil 
8 drops vanilla essential oil 

Bath Salts... Continued from pg. 9 
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Famous Medieval Couples Crossword 
Created by Lady Marija Kotok, used with permission 

Across 

2 _____ & Philippa Chaucer were devoted to each other! 

5 _____ & Igraine were a tragic but important part of medieval leg-
end. 

7 wed Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, in secret. 

8 The tale of _____ & Guinevere is a sad one. 

10 ______ & Guinevere need no introduction! 

12 convinced Clovis, founder of the Merovingian Dynasty, to convert 
to Catholicism. 

13 _____ wrote devoted poetry about Beatrice! 

17 _____ Sanzio, the famous artist, was secretly  married to Mar-
gherita Luti. 

19 _____ wins a tournament to defend the assertion that his Lady Enid 
is the most beautiful.  Later, the two go on a quest to prove to each 
other their noble qualities. 

20 _______ & Isabella reigned as The “Catholic Monarchs” of Spain. 

21 _______ proved himself to be chivalrous, even though Lynette 
treated him horribly. 

 

Down 

1 _____’s attraction to Nimue has become a legend. 

3 ______ was Boccaccios’ muse. 

4 And we have all heard of Romeo & _______. 

6 The story of ______ & Isolde is thought to be based on a Pictish 
Legend. 

9 Abelard & _______ were a scholarly and infamous medieval couple 
in Paris! 

11 Guiscard was enamoured of the fearsome warrioress Sikelgaita, a 
Lombard princess. 

14 With this ladies support, Justinian reclaimed significant portions of 
the western empire, reformed Roman law and rebuilt Constantin-
ople. 

15 ________’s muse was Laura. 

16 Sir _____ & Dame Ragnelle were made famous in the story of the 
“loathly lady”. 

18 The story of _______ Plantaganet & Eleanor of Aquitaine is well 
known. 

19 ________ IV surprised the court by marrying Elizabeth Woodville, 
mother of two boys.   

Puzzle Solution can be found on page 7! 



Sign up for the Blak Rose 
Forum and Yahoo group list: 

http://www.blakrose.org/foru
m/index.php 

Groups.yahoo.com/group/ 
blak_rose/ 

 

Check out our online quar-
terly newsletter, “The 

Thorn,” on our website.   

A paper copy is available 
upon request.  

Newsletter Deadlines: 

The next newsletter will be 
published on April 29, 2011.  

Submissions deadline is 
April 18, 2011. 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.blakrose.org 

The Officers of the Shire 

Seneschal:                                                
Pani Magdalena Gdanska (Daria Hayman)   
(717) 564-3056 (no calls after 9pm)               
seneschal@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 

♦ Deputy Seneschal(s):                                               
Herr Johann Lederer (Dennis Heisey)                       
Lord Aidan the Hostile (David Aughinbaugh)  

Exchequer:                                                    
Lord Alistair the Tall (Nathan Crowther)                                         
(717) 763-7838 (no calls after 9pm)                
exchequer@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 

Chatelain:                                                   
Lord Aidan the Hostile (David Aughinbaugh) 
(717) 385-2556 (no calls after 10pm)             
castellan@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 

♦ Deputy Castellan: Lord Orm the Scop (Alan 
Murdoch)                   

Chancellor Minor:                                      
Lady Gwenfrewy Llangynog (Melissa Owens)    
(717) 561-1722 (no calls after 9pm)    
gwenfrewy78@hotmail.com 

Librarian:                                               
Lady Gwenfrewy Llangynog (Melissa Owens)    
(717) 561-1722 (no calls after 9pm)    
gwenfrewy78@hotmail.com 

 

Minister of Arts and Sciences:                                              
Lady Gwenfrewy Llangynog (Melissa Owens)    
(717) 561-1722 (no calls after 9pm)    
gwenfrewy78@hotmail.com 
♦ Deputies of A&S:                                                                    

Lady Sol la Cantor (Andrea O. Boyer)                

Herald:                                                       
Eleazar ha-Levi (Lew Wolkoff)                   
herald@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 
♦ Deputy Herald:  Lady Alana O’Keeve (Rachel 

Wright) 

Web Minister:                                             
Lord Aidan the Hostile (David Aughinbaugh) 
(717) 385-2556 (no calls after 10pm)     
webminister@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 

Chronicler:                                                  
Lady Lucrezia Spinelli (Melissa Crowther)                     
(717) 763-7838 (no calls after 9pm)      
chronicler@blakrose.eastkingdom.org  
♦ Deputy Chronicler:  Lady Gwenfrewy Llangy-

nog (Melissa Owens)    

Archery Marshal:  Lady Alana O’Keeve 
(Rachel Wright)  archery@blakrose.org 

Chamberlain: Lady Lucrezia Spinelli (Melissa 
Crowther) 

This is the Winter 2011 issue of The Thorn, a publication of the Shire of Blak Rose of the Society of Creative Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, Inc.).  The 
Thorn is available from Melissa Crowther, 117 Lighthouse Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA., 17050.  It is not a corporate publication of SCA, Inc., and 
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able for those who request it, please contact the chronicler.   
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What is the Shire of Blak Rose? 
The Shire of Blak Rose consists of medieval and renaissance re-enactors 
who are spread across Central PA in Perry, Cumberland, and Dauphin 
counties. We are active members of a not-for-profit worldwide educa-
tional organization known as the Society for Creative Anachronisms, Inc. 
(SCA, Inc.).  The SCA is devoted to recreating the arts, sciences, skills, 
and warfare of pre-seventeenth century European culture.  For further 
information on the SCA, please check out the webpage at www.sca.org, 
or contact a local officer.  For a listing of local events, please visit the 
East Kingdom of the SCA webpage at www.eastkingdom.org.      


